Hindustan Times ND 10/06/2012

Newspaper Clips

June 10, 2012

P-8

IIT Delhi likely to do an IIT
Kanpur, hold separate test

HT Correspondent
® letters@hindustantimes,com

NEW DELHE: IIT Delhi may be
pushed by its alumni associa-
tion to follow II'T Kanpur in pick-
ing its own students for the next
academic year while IIT
Guwahati and IIT Kharagpur
have clearly backed the Centre’s
move to conduet a common
entrance test for all centrally-
funded engineering institutes.
“In all likelihood, IIT-Delhi
senate seems to be geared up
to follow IIT Kanpur senate,”
said [IT Delhi alumni president
Somnath Bharti on Saturday.
Sources said a meeting of the
IIT-Delhi senate is likely to be
held in the next 10 days. IIT
Delhi director RK Shevgaonkar
was, however, non-committal.
“We will go with the decision of
our own senate on the issue.”
IIT Kanpur on Friday decid-

WHILE I1Ts OF GUWAHATI

- AND KHARAGPUR HAVE

BACKED GOVT MOVE,
ALUMNI MAY MAKE IIT-D

Mkt ik

ed to conduct its own entrance
test. It termed “academically
and methodically unsound” the
May 28 decision of the IIT
Council. The IIT Kanpur sen-
ate unanimously passed the res-
olution at its special meeting
attended by around 80 mem-
bers, on Friday. The admission
committee for the exam would
be announced shortly.

“Inthe interest of students, we
have decided to hold a separate
exam. We won't be a part of the
joint test proposed by IIT Council
in 2013,” said YN Mohapatra,
spokesperson, IIT Kanpur sen-

ate, adding that ITT senates have
the right to decide their admis-
sion process and syllabi.

While Mohapatra invited
other IITs to follow in the insti-
tute’s footsteps, there was no
immediate support.

[T Bombay director Devang
Khakhar said there were no
plans of holding a separate test.
IIT-Kharagpur director
Damodar Acharya also said the
institution did not have any
objection to the Centre’s move.

IIT Guwahati director
Gautam Barua said: “I am sad
they have to take this extreme
step...”

If the move comes about, this
will be the first time an IIT won't
form part of the JEE. The IIT
Kanpur Students’ Forum had
criticised the single entrance
test format, saying it would put
students under greater stress.

WITH AGENCY INPUTS
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Delhi, Mumbai IT'Ts

set to.go Kanpur way?

ANTI-SIBAL CHORUS GROWS

Call special senate
academic meets

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

A&er IIT-Kanpur sounded
the bugle, Delhi and
Mumbai IITs are likely to join
the chorus against HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal's move for
“one nation one test” from
2013. Senators of Delhi and
Mumbai IITs will meet in the
next few days to take a final call.

Sources in Kanpur, Delhi
and Mumbai IITs said that the
decision for a combined
entrance test for entry into
these three institutes was
expected to be taken by this
month-end. A notification in
this regard would be issued in
the late July 2012 to meke it con-
venient for the 2013 aspirants.

‘While the IIT-Delhi Senate
has issued a notice for a spe-
cial senate academic meet next
week, with the agenda beinga
separate entrance examina-
tion for undergraduates, their
Mumbai counterparts would

do so next week. According to -

rocedures, the notice by the
egistrar of the institute will
make it mandatory for a meet-
ing of Senators to be held
within 10-15 days of its issue.

The o ition of IITs to
Sibal'’s “refgprr?asist move” comes

W The decision for a combined entrance test for entry into Delhi,

8 A notification in this regard will be issued
i the later part of July 2012 o make it

convenient for the 2013 aspirants

W The IIT-Delhi Senate has termed the
Centre's ‘one-nation one-test’ proposal
;' asa‘violation of the Institutes of

*

Technology Act (1961) and
« lT-Kanpur Admissions

even as States like Bihar, Assam,
Kerala and Uttar Pradesh have
also red-flagged the Minister’s
bid. The matter has reached the
PM too through the IIT Alumni
Association, which has even
threatened to move court.

For now, of the seven
Senates, four — Guwahati,
Kharagpur, Madras and
Roorkie — have supported
Sibal’s proposals.

However, Prof AK Mittal,
Secretary of the All India IIT
Faculty Federation (AIIITFF),
said: “Faculty members of all
other IITs have been coordi-
nating with each other”

“After all, we have to realise
that the JEE has been going on
in this country for over four
decades. Why the sudden rush

Mumbai, Kanpur iiTs is expected to be taken by this month-end

to change this? There has to be
an tlllzlwr;osr mgtive and fierta.in-
ly this has to be exposed soon-
e); or later Mittal told The
Pioneer.

The IIT-Delhi Senate has
termed the ‘one-nation one-test’
proposal to be in “violation of
the Institutes of Technology
Act (1961) and IIT-Kanpur
Admissions Ordinances”. “Now,
IIT-Kanpur which has
announced an independent
entrance exam will coordinate
with other IITs to join this
admission process,’ Mittal said.

The AMNITFF has also
termed the HRD Ministry’s
claims that Senates were con-
sulted in the progess as “total-
ly incorrect”.

Turn to Page 6

Delhi, Mumbai I[Ts...

From Page 1

“In the meeting on April
14, 2012, the AIIITFF was
invited by the MHRD where
Sibal, accepted that the Senates
of the IITs are to decide the
issue of undergraduate admis-
sions to IITs. Sibal asked the
Directors of the IITs who were
present in the meeting to con-
vene the meetings of their
respective Senates with a time
frame of one month to hold the
meetings.

“In the same meeting it was
further elaborated that IIT
Council will collate the views
of the IIT Senates, and the con-
solidated views would be dis-
cussed again in another IIT
Council meeting, where repre-
sentatives from each IIT
Senates will be invited. It was
agreed that the final decision
on the details of the common
entrance test will be decided in
this IIT Council meeting,
where the representative of the
various IIT Senates will be
present. Till today such a meet-

ing has not taken place and the
new common entrance test
has already been announced,
said a statement of the federa-
tion.

All the 7 IIT Senates met
during the period from April
25, 2012 to May 7, 2012.
Senates gave their recommen-
dations but the Senate and
Council of IITs never met to
arrive to a conclusion,

Reacting to the IIT
Kanpur Senates decision, 1IT-
Kharagpur Director Prof
Damofar Acharya said the
institution does not have any
objection to the Centre’s move
to conduct a CET. Defending
the HRD Ministry’s format,
IIT-Guwahati  Director
Gautam Barua said right now,
the Council of IITs or HRD
Ministry are not talking about
one CET but basically having
a common exam for IIT,s,
NITs and [1ITs. “Whether this
lead to a common exam for
everybody, only time will tell,”
Barua said.
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Will IIT-Delhi go the Kanpur way?

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHI: A day after the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Kanpur decided to defy
the Union Government’s de-
cision to hold a common en-
‘trance examination for all
Central engineering insti-
tutes by announcing a sep-
arate admission test for
undergraduate courses, I1T-
Delhi has also called for a
Senate meeting to adopt its
own admission system.

A meeting of the IIT-Delhi
Alumni Association held
here on Saturday decided to
file a public interest litiga-
tipn (PIL) petition agaipst
the proposed joint entrance
examination next week and
call upon senior alumni to
use their influence and law-
ful means to get the decision
reversed.

“The meeting applauded
IIT-Kanpur for its decision
and reiterated that the In-
stitute Senates were legally
empowered to decide and
adopt whichever method
they wanted to for admis-
sions,” Somnath Bharti,
president of the Alumni As-
sociation told The Hindu.

However, the prestigious

IITs appear to be divided

over the Centre’s decision
with the IITs at Delhi and
Kanpur offering stiff opposi-
tion and the remaining five
claiming to be on board with
the government’s proposal.
Criticising the decision
taken by the IIT-Kanpur
Senate on Friday to hold a
separate entrance test, Di-
rector of IIT-Guwahati Gau-
tam Barua said he was
“surprised” at their “reac-
tion.” “I am sad actually that
they have to take this ex-
treme step for such a small

Opinion divided; majority of IITs are in
favour of common entrance test

matter,” he told a television
channel.

“Right now, we are not
talking about one common
entrance exam. We are basi-
cally talking about having a
common exam for the NITs,
the I1ITs and the IIITs.
Whether this lead to a come
mon exam for everybody, on-
ly time will tell,” Mr. Barua
said. .

Professor Damodar
Acharya, Director of IIT-
Kharagpur, said the institu-
tion did not have any objec-
tion to the Centre’s move to
conduct a common entrance
exam for central engineering
institutions,

The IIT-Kanpur Senate on
Friday described the joint
entrance examination “aca-
demically and methodically
unsound and in violation of
the Institutes of Techrology
Act (1961) and the IIT Kan-
pur Ordinances [Ordinance
3.2 Admissions].

It also constituted a com-
mittee for conducting the
JEE 2013 by the IIT-Kanpur.
The Undergraduate Admis-
sions Committee will orga-
nise the entrance
examination and counsel-
ling, the resolution said. The
committee will coordinate
with other IITs to conduct
the entrance examination
jointly. The Senate resolved
to record its forceful dissent
of the Council resolution re-
lated to JEE.

The Senate’s decision has
to be endorsed by the Board
of Governors and then the
IIT Council chaired by the
Union Human Resource De-
velopment Minister.

However, while the gov-
ernment has not reacted to
the developments as the
Minister and senior officials
are away in the U.S,, sources
within the Ministry told The
Hindu that under the IIT
Act, even when regulations

of each IIT admissions were

to be done, they must be

jointly done by all the IITs.

Also, under the Act, all mat-

ters that are common to all
the IITs come under the pur-
view of the Council and not
the senate of 4ny 6ne IIT. So
the senate resolution is sus-
pect from a legal point of
view.

Director of the IIT-Kan-
pur Sanjay Dhande approved
the JEE proposal at the IIT
Council, but this was over-
ruled by the Senate. Similar
moves are afoot for other
IITs, where the Directors
have backed the Ministry.

Meanwhile, the All-India
IIT Faculty Federation has
said: “The decision of the
government to go ahead with
the common entrance test
for the IITs is in the gross
violation of the IITs’ aca-
demic autonomy. We do not
understand the intention be-
hind the decision to take the
JEE away from the highly
successful JEE machinery of
the IITs and pass it to some
other body.”
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[IT-Delhi may
also oppose
entrance exam
reforms

Aesha Datta
* New Delhi, June 9
The furord over the Govern-
ment’s decision to streamline
admission process for central-
ly-funded technology insti-
tutes spread with the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Kanpur’s criticising the move.

Prof AK. Mittal, Secretary,
All India IIT Faculty Feder-
ation, said: “Most of the IITs
have been opposing it (com-
mon entrance examination).
Senates have never accepted
ic”

The IIT-Delhi senate is like-
ly to meet shortly. “There is
definitely a lot of reaction. The
decision gt the Delhi meeting
could be same, or could be
even stronger. Let the senate
decide,” Prof Mittal said.

Mr G.B. Reddy, JEE Chair-
man, said that the IIT-Delhi
faculty is arguing the plus and
minus of the system and a deci-
sion is likely soon.

IIT-K AGAINSTIT

At a meeting the IIT-Kanpur
senate decided to oppose the
joint entrance examination
(JEE) reforms proposed inthe
IIT Council. Prof Mittal said
that the Federation has written
to the Prime Minister Office
(PMO) seeking the Prime Min-
ister, Dr Manmohan Singh’s
intervention in the matter.

He said that they are likely
to meet the Prime Minister in
the next few days.

Mr V. Uma Shankar, Private
Secretary to the Minister of
Human Resources Develop-
ment, Mr Kapil Sibal, said that
the decision to reform the en-
trance examination process
was taken after four IIT sen-
ates approved it. “There are
seven IITs and only two have
an issue with it,” he said, add-
ing that the decision had been
taken on majority opinion.

 However, Prof Mittal said
that they do not see any reason

why the system should be:

changed. “We are not against
the ‘one nation, one exam’ idea.
Butwe see no reason to change
the system. This exam has
been conducted by the IITs for
so many decades and have the
competency to do it Most in-
stitutes don’t conduct their
own exam and we can help
them.”

WEIGHTAGE

Talking about the weightage
being given to class XIT board
results, Mr Uma Shankar said
that this change is important
since students who appear for
JEE tend to ignore their school
education, leading to a weak
base. “The board is the same, it
happens every year. The only
thing is that now students can’t
afford to ignore it,” he said.

aesha.datta@thehindu.co.in
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1ITs divided over
common test

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 9

A day after IIT Kanpur’s
rejection of national:
entrance test for engineer-
ing courses, IITs appeared
to be divided on Saturday
over HRD ministry’s “one-
nation one-test” proposal
with IIT Guwahati and IIT
Kharagpur opposing IIT-
Kanpur’s decision to con-,
duct its own entrance exam
from 2013 and backed the
Centre’s move,

IIT Delhi Senate is also
likely to discard the
Centre’s move to change
the admission process.
Urgent meet of IIT Delhi
Senate has been called on
June 21 to discuss the
national entrance test in
the next few days. IIT Delhi
alumni association has at a
meeting held late Saturday
evening decided to file a
PIL in the high court soon.

However, the HRD min-
istry has maintained that
the national entrance test
will be held as per schedule
in 2013. Criticising the deci-

Top institutes
not on same page

B IIT Delhi Senate is likely
to discard the Centre’s
move to change the
admission process

T — v e — iy o s r—— g

® IT Guwahati and IT
Kharagpur oppose
IT-Kanpur's decision

sion taken by IIT-Kanpur
Senate, director of IIT-
Guwahati Gautam Barua
said he was “surprised” at
their “reaction.”

“I am sad actually that
they have to take this
extreme step for such a
small matter,” he said.

While director of IIT-
Kharagpur Prof. Damodar
Acharya said the institu-
tion does not have any
objection to the Centre’s
move to conduct a common
entrance exam for central
engineering institutions.

It is understood that the
IIT-Delhi Senate meeting
has been called after

intense lobbying by IIT-
Delhi Alumni Association
after the IIT-Kanpur Senate
termed the proposal on
admissions “academically
and methodically
unsound”,

The meeting has become
crucial as the senate is
expected to be take a deci-
sion on the issue. “We
believe that IIT-Delhi
Senate is also likely to fol-
low suit of IIT-Kanpur
Senate. We have applauded
IIT-Kanpur’s decision at
our meeting today and will
file a PIL in the high court
against the Centre’s direc-
tive on the examination,”
IIT Delhi alumni president
Somnath Bharti said. At a
meeting held on Saturday it
was reiterated that the
association will continue
its campaign against the
“imposed” examination
process.

All India IIT Faculty
Federation has also criti-
cised the government's
move saying “it is in gross

, violation of the IITs acade-

mic autonomy”.
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‘Uncertainty on JEE pattern to
affect II'T asplrants next year’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi/Mumbai: Confusion over
the HRDministry’s plan for anall-inclu-
sive common engineering test is likely
todeepen ahead of IIT senate meetings
tentatively scheduled for the third week
of June for Delhi and July for Bombay.
IIT Roorkee director Pradipta Banerji
said he and others were concerned
about the impact of the ongoing confu-
sion on aspiring candidates. “This un-
certainty is extremely unfair to the stu-
dents who will be sitting for theexam in
2013. "

A senior faculty member said it
mightbetoolateforthestudentsaiming
for engineering entrance next year to
re-orient themselves. “If this new for-
mat isadisasterit willbebecauseofthis
confusionanddiscussion thatis putting
unduestress onstudents,” hesaid.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal on May 28
had announced that from 2013, aspiring
candidates for IITs and other central in-

stitutes like NITs and IIITs will take a
single, reformatted common entrance
test. He had said class XTI board results
would also be factored in. Sibal had
claimed it was approved without dis-
sent at the IIT Council meeting and had
the backing of the senates of four ofthe
seven IITs. “The council consists of the
ITs, the IIITs and the NITs. There was
notasingledissent. It wasunanimously
adopted. Therefore, I went forward,” he
had said.

The [IT-Bombay’s senate, which met -
before the HRD ministry’s announce-
ment last Monday, had put forth three
main recommendations: the new exam
must not berolled out in 2013, that Class

CONFUSION PREVAILS

XIT must not be accounted for and that
the JEE-advanced exam must be subjec-
tive in nature, “However there is a clear
divide between the IIT-B senate and the
ministry We have not yet decided which
way the institute will go, but clearly
none of our recommendations have
been considered,” said a faculty federa-

tion member. Vacations areon and with

most teachers travelling; the IIT-B sen-
ate has decided to convene in early July
and takeafinal callon whether tobowto
the ministry’s proposal or to go their
own “independent autonomous way”,
said afaculty member.

Sources in IIT Kharagpur senate
said thatsofartherehad beennoopposi-
tion to HRD’s decision, but the senate
may reconsider its decision following
the growing opinion against the com-
mon test.

IIT Delhi director R K Shevgaonkar
added there would benodifficulty inim-
plementing the new format. Sources

said that while not all IIT directors may
have agreed with the decision whole-
heartedly, now that a final decision has
beenmade, effortsshould bemadetoim-
plement it. There was mixed reaction
from the coaching institutes. Though
FIITJEE director R L Trikha believes
that these developments won't affect his
students adversely, he said that Sibal’s
effort for a common exam for engineer-
ing collegeshad been defeated.

“So far we have not received any
queries from the students. This is more
because our teaching nrethodology is
pattern proof and so whatever pattern -
bethe exambe thestudents are comfort-
able. But the real issue is that Sibal's
dream of one common exam has been
defeated. He has managed just to do
away with one exam by merging AIEEE
with that of the IIT JEE, What about the
dozens of other entrance exams? One
IIT senate has already taken a bold step
and other may follow soon,” said Trik-
ha, analumniof 1IT, Kanpur.

According to TIME, another coach-
ingcentre, there is no confusion and the
institute is preparing students as per
the HRD directives for the common en-
trance test. “Currently the students are
not at all concerned with the news that
IIT Kanpur is going to conduct its own
entrance test. The news is just 24 hour
old and we are preparing the students
for last so many months. Moreover, we
are convinced that how can a senate of
HT override the decisions of HRD min-
istry?” said vice president, TIME, Ajay

Anthony.
(With inputsfrom

Himanshi Dhawan, Hemali Chha-
pia & Manash Pratim Gohain)
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IITs divided over JEE proposal

press trust of india

NEW DELHIL, 9 JUNE: IITs ap-
peared to be divided-today over
HRD ministry's ‘One-nation one-
. test’ proposal with the prestigious
engineering institutions at Guwa-

hati and Kharagpur opposing IIT-
- Kabpur’s decision to conduct its
own entrance exam from next
year and backed the Centre’s

move. IIT-Dethi meanwhile is be-
ing pushed by its alumni associa-
tion to follow the example of IIT-
Kanpur and oppose the move ini-
tiated by HRD minister Mr Kapil
Sibal.

Criticising the decision taken
by IIT-Kanpur Senate yesterday,

director of IIT-Guwahati Gautam -

Barua said he was “surprised” at
their “reaction”. “ am sad actually
that they have to take this extreme
step for such a small matter,” he
said. “Right now, we are not talk-

ing about one common entrance

~ cexam. We are basically talking

about.... for having a common ex-
am for NITs, I[ITs and 11I'Ts. Wheth-
er this lead to a common exam for
everybody, only time will tell,”
Barua said. Professor Damodar
Acharya, director of IT-Kharag-

haveiny objection to the Centre’s
. move to conduct a common en-
trance exam for central engineer-
ing insfitutions. C
At its meeting, the Senate of
IIT-Kanpur had said the [IT Coun-
cil's recent proposal on admis-
sions is “academically and me-
thodically unsound” and decided
to go it alone. “In alf likelihood,
NT-Delht Senate seems to be
geared up to follow IIT-Kanpur
Senate,” IIT Delhi alumni presi-
dent Somnath Bharti said. Sour-
ces said a meeting of the Senate of
the IIT-Delhi is likely to be held in

pur, said the institutiont dées not ..

the next 10 days and its decision
is expected to be made known,

Mr Sibal on 28 May had an-
nounced that from 2013, aspiring
candidates for IITs and other cen-
tral institutes like NITs and IITs
will have to sit under a new for-
mat of common entrance test,
which. will alsc take teh plus two .
board results into consideration.

Mr Sibal had claimed that it was
approved without dissent at a
council consists of the IITs, the
I1I'Ts and the NITs.

He also said that the proposat

* had the backing of Senates of four

of the seven IITs including Sen-
ates of JIT Guwahati, Kharagpur,
Madras and Roorkee. As far as
Bombay is concesned, they also
supported, Mr Sibal had said,

“There was not a single dissent.
It was unanimously adopted.
Therefore, 1 went forward,” the
minister had said. - .
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Sibal’s exam plan splits IITs,
may stress out aspirants

Delhi, Bom UNcomMoONmESS

-SetTo Go
Kanpur Way

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi/Mumbai: The
HRDministry’sdecisionto
hold an all-inclusive com-
mon engineering test ap-
pears to have split the Indi-
an Institutes of Techno-
logy vertically. Indications
arethatIIT Delhi and Bom-
bay could back IIT Kanpur
in holding their own en-
trance test while Madras,
Roorkee, Kharagpur and
Guwahati will stand by the
Centre’sdecision. ’

If the current wave of
resentment among faculty,
which gathered momen-
tum on Saturday,adayafter
ITK’s decision, is backed
by their respective senates,

> On May 28, HRD ministes Kapil Sbal announces - o
common entrance test for all HTs, NITs & IIfTs, 4
which will also factor in Class XIl board results

» Says the proposal was approved without
dissent at IIT council meeting, with the
backing of senates of four of the seven IITs

» On June 8, IIT Kanpur senate announces it
will hold its own entrance exam in 2013;
IIT Dethi & Bombay likely to follow suit

. o )
dpme | .
-

» IIT Madras, Roorkee, Kharagpur & .
Guwahati to go with common entrance test

This uncertainty is extremely unfair to
>3 students who will be sitting for the exam in 2013
w Pradipta Banerji | 11T ROORKEE DIRECTOR

isresentment among them
on the fact that the IITs
will not conduct their own
exam and that the intro-
duction has been sched-
uled for 2013 despite our
reservations on the prepa-
redness.” '

. ButlIT Guwahatidirec-
tor Gautam Barua ¢riti-
cized JITK senate’s deci-
sion. “I am sad that they
have to take this extreme
step for such a small mat-
ter. Right now, we are not
talking about one common
entrance test. We are basi-
cally talking about...hav-

P Uncertainty in’13,P 18

it would add to the raft of
entrance tests students
take after their boards,
IITK's senate called the
HRD ministry’s decision
on admissions “academi-
cally and methodically un-
sound”, Faculty members
in Delhi and Bombay also
expressed resentment that

the concerns raised by
them, including the 2014
roll-out, were notaddressed
by the HRD ministry,

All India IIT Faculty
Federation secretary Prof
A K Mittal said, “IIT Kan-
pur’'s decision should not
be seen inisolation. Weare
talkingtoallIITsand there

ing a common exam for
NITs, IITs and IIITs.
Whether this leads to a
common exam for everyho-
dy, only time will tell,” he
said. His IT Kharagpur
counterpart Damodar
Acharya said the institu-
tiondid nothave any objec-
tion to the Centre’s move.
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ITT-Kanpur to conduct its
own entrance exam in 13

TIMES NEWS NETWORK would have to be examined before the next
stepisplanned.
Kanpur/New Delhi: Upping the ante The II'T-Kanpur academic senate met
against the HRD ministry, [IT-Kanpur’s on Friday evening and more than 60 facul-
academic senate on Friday an- ty members present unanimous-
nounced that it would conduct 1y backed the decision. Prof S G
itsownentranceexam in 2013.It | Dhande, II'T-Kanpur director and
hasdecidednottoparticipatein | 2% academicsenatechairman, presi-
the common entrance test £ ded over the session. “Students
(CET)forallIITs, NITs and HITs. 1 from across the couniry will be
The move—the first formal abletositfor theentranceexamin
rejection of the HRD ministry's 2013. The HRD ministry’s CET
decision to hold a common test- proposal would be reconsidered
—comes when the HT alumni is < for the yeaupingr 2014. Asof now;,
planning to move court against REBELS AGAINST we'l] conductourown entrance ex-
the CET There aresignsthatoth- HRD MINISTRY a1 for which the exam committee
er IfTs toomay follow the Kanpur has been formed,” said Prof Dee-
example. Friday's decision is likely to pak Gupta, a faculty member who was at
muddy the waters because if these instifu- the senate meeting.
tions indeed hold separate exams, the bur- While the senate has the powers o con-
den on students will further rise. trol and regulate standardsof instruction,
HRD minister Kapil Sibal could notbe education and examinations and can pass
reached for a comment. Sources in his ordinances, the institute’s board of gover-
ministry said the H'T-Kanpur resolution norscanmodify orcancel ordinances.
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The Tribune ND 10/06/2012

P-24

‘ONE NATION-ONE _TEST’ IN ‘TROUBLE.
II'T faculty body accuses
Sibal of breach of trust

Aom TANDONTNS

New DeLni, June 9
With the IITs resisting
changes in the current admis-
sion pattern, the future of
"one nation-one test" from
2013 which HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal announced on
June 5 looks uncertain,
After IIT-Kanpur Senate
(faculty body) rejected the
idea yesterday saying it
would hold its own JEE in
2013, the All-India IIT
Faculty Federation (AII-
ITFF) today accused Sibal
of breach of trust and asked
all IIT Senates to go the
Kanpur way. "IT Kanpur
will coordinate with other
IITs who choose to join this
(IIT-Kanpur's) admission
process,” AIIITFF said,
opening a front against
Sibal who has been saying
that four of seven IIT
Senates agree to his com-
mon entrance test (CET).
On June 5 when Sibal
asked state education minis-

THE TEST

ALUMNUS TAKE

I Christened JEE, the new test for admission to lITs, NITs
and IIITs, seeks to reduce students' stress and give school
marks some importance in entry to higher education.

& It proposes selections based on three sets of marks
obtained-Class X!l (40 pc weightage); JEE Main (30 pc)
and JEE Advanced (30 pc). All institutes but the 1ITs will

follow this formula.

1 [ITs will screen 50,000 students based on Class Xl
marks (50 pc¢ weightage) and JEE Main marks (50 pc).

1 Of these, the best performers in JEE Advanced (which
won't factor school marks) will enter !ITs. JEE
Main/Advanced will both have MCQs set by [ITs but the
CBSE will conduct the new test.

Former UT Kanpur student
Kshitij Deo, who built
India's first indigenous
nano satellite, says he and
his IIT colleagues are
against considering school
marks for IT admissions.
“The school marksideais
bad. School education
doesn' give you any
understanding of engi-
neering. Moreover, syl-
labus across state boards
is extremely diverse.”

ters to join CET, he also
said that the councils
(supreme policy makers) of
IITs, National Institutes of
Technology (NITs) and
Indian Institutes of
Information Technology
(INTs) to unanimously
adopt the idea on May 28.
But AIITFF challenged the
ministry today saying CET
2013 is in "gross violation of
majority IIT Senate views
and an attack on IIT academ-

ic autonomy". IIT Delhi
Senate is expected to meet
next week and could chal-
lenge CET in court besides
resolving to hold JEE with
IIT Kanpur in 2013.

As a precursor, the AIIITF'F
today said Sibal broke his
promise of consulting them.
"In our April 14 meet, the
minister accepted that Senates
would decide on. IIT-UG
admissions. He asked Senates
to give a view. Majority

Senates communicated that
they didn't want CETin 2013.
We were told a final decision
on CET would be taken in a
separate IIT Council meeting
which Senate representatives
will attend. The meeting
never happened but CET was
announced," Federation sec-
retary Prof Atul Mittal of IIT
Delhi said. HRD Ministry
sources for their part said the
ITs would not get takers if
they go it alone.
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NEW DELHL: Differences of
opinion among the senates of
the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IITs) continues to cast
a shadow over the common
entrance test, proposed to be
conducted from 2013 for ad-
missions to centrally funded
engineering colleges.
IIT-Delhi Allumni Associa-
tion, which had been opposing
the ‘one nation one test’ pro-
posal of HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal, has decided to file a pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL) in
Delhi High Court to challenge
the decision of the IIT council
to participate in the proposed
joint entrance examination

Deccan Herald ND 10.06.2012 P-1

IIT senates differ on common entrance test

(JEE),

“We have decided to file PIL
in Delhi High Court next week
tochallenge the decision of IIT
council,” IT Delhi alumni pres-
ident Somnath Bharti told Dec-
can Herald after the meeting,

This came a day after the
senate of IIT-Kanpur rejected
the Centre’s ‘one-nation one-
test' proposal resolving to have
its own entrance test conduct-
ed from the next year.

The IT-Kanpur Senate’s res-
olution has come as an encour-
agement to those faculties and
senate members in other ITTs
who have been protesting the
government’s move.,

“Ininalllikelihood, ITT-Delhi
Senate seems to be gearing up
to follow the suit of I'T-Kanpur
Senate,”IIT Delhi alumni pres-
ident Somnath Bharti said
here.lIT-Delhi Senate is to
meet here next week and deci-

sion is expected to be taken on

the issue. The Senate of IIT-
Kanpur at its meeting on Fri-
day rejected the government’s
proposal for a common en-
trance test describing [IT
Council'sdecision as "academ-
ically and methodically un-
sound”,

It also noted that the Cen-
tre's ‘'one-nation one-test' pro-
posal was in violation of theIn-

stitutes of Technology Act
(1961} and IIT Kanpur Ordi-
nances (Ordinance 3.2 (Admis-
sions).

Meanwhile, Indian Institute
of Technology-Guwahati and
Kharagpur came in support
of the government, criticising
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Kanpur Senate’s decision
that sought to conduct its own
entrance test from the next

year.

"T am sad actually that they
have to take this extreme step
for such a small matter,” Direc-
tor of IIT-Guwahati Gautam
Barua said.

» lIT, Page 7

IIT senates -~
differon
common
entrance test.

WT, from page 1 v

“Right now, we are not talk-
ing about one common en-
trance exam. We are basically
talking about having a com-
mon exam for NITs, IITs and
[ITs. Whether this leads to a
common exam for body,
only time will tell,” he added. -

Professor Damodar
Acharya, Director of IIT-
Kharagpur, said the institution
does not have any objection to
the Centre's move to conduct
a common entrance exam for
central enginéering institu-
tions.

Sibal had announced the
new format of common en-
trance test for admissions in all
the centrally funded engineer-
ing colleges including ITTs on,
May 28, ’

Rejecting the claims of those
opposing the move, he also said
that the approval to the pro-
posed test, which had backing
of the Senates of the four of the
seven IITs, was unanimously
given by the IIT Council at its
meeting without any dissent.

"The council consists of the
IITs, the IIITs and the NITs.
There was not a single dissent.
It was unanimously adopted.
Therefore, I went forward," the
minister said at a recent mest-
ing of the Council of Advisory
Body on Education on June6.

The Hindu ND 10/06/2012

P-7

DH News Service

IIT-Kharagpur OK with proposed joint entrance exam

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA: Amid opposition to
the proposed Joint Entrance
Examination for the country’s
engineering institutions by
certain Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), 1IT-Kha-
ragpur Director Damodar
Acharya on Saturday came
out in support of the Union
Education Ministry’s propos-
al, stating that the IIT-Kha-
ragpur  Senate has no
objection to the common en-
trance examination which is
“not very different” from the

current examination proe-
ess,

“So far as IIT-Kharagpur is
concerned, on May 2 this year
we had a meeting of the Sen-
ate and the faculty mem-
bers..where this issue was
raised and discussed. What
emerged from our discussion
is that the proposed examin-
ations JEE (main) and JEE
(advanced), the way they are
supposed to be conducted, are
not very different from the
way we are conducting IIT-
JEE currently,” Prof Acharya
told journalists on Saturday.

He said that the views of the
institute’s Senate on two core
issues -- that the total aca-
demic control of the examin-
ation should remain with the
[ITs and Class XII board
marks should not be used for
the purpose of ranking candi-
dates -- have been accepted.

“The academic control of
the examination is with the
[ITs and the school board
marks are not considered for
admissions to the IITs,” Prof
Acharya said.

Asked about the apprehen-
sions expressed by some in-

stitutes that the Centre is
trying to control IITs through
the new exam system, he said,
“This apprehension has ac-
tually got no basis. This has
been discussed at length at
the IIT Council, the supreme
body which controls all IITs,
which is in favour of it.”

“This form of JEE can ex-
tend its use to all other insti-
tutions if the exam is
controlled by the IITs,” he

said. Explaining the similar-
ities between the IIT-JEE en-
trance examination and the
proposed common entrance
examination, Prof Acharya
said the current examination
system has 40 per cent ques-
tions to test the basic under-
standing and knowledge of
the studentsin Physics, Che-
mistry and Mathematics
while the remaining 60 per
cent relate to ascertaining the

analytical and problem-solv-
ing skills of the students. He
said that in the proposed ex-
amination, the JEE (main)
will test the basic understand-
ing and knowledge of the sub-
ject while JEE (advanced) will
test the analytical skills.
However, a section of
teachers say that they have
concerns about the proposal.
They claimed that their voice
was not properly represented.
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I1'Ts' faculty federation rejects new format

Hindu, New Delhi, June 10
IIT-Kharagpur Director's support for Centre's proposal draws fire

The ongoing row over the joint entrance examination for undergraduate engineering courses intensified on
Sunday with the All India IIT Faculty Federation virtually rejecting the common test and expressing “shock™
over the I1T-Kharagpur Director's statement in support of it.

“The Director has made public statements which are in contradiction of the resolutions passed by the Senate of
the 11T-Kharagpur. The resolutions did not recommend inclusion of board exam marks and the conduct of a
joint entrance exam by a third party. The Senate said categorically that till 2014, no change should be made and
status quo maintained,” A.K. Mittal, secretary of the Faculty Federation said in a statement here.

On Saturday, two Directors — Damodar Acharya of the I1T-Kharagpur and Gautam Barua of the 11 T-Guwahati
— backed the Human Resource Development Ministry's decision and criticised the I1T-Kanpur's Senate for its
decision to hold a separate entrance test in 2013.

I1T-Kanpur Director Sanjay Dhande had backed the government plan, but the Senate overruled his decision.

However, Mr. Damodar Acharya told The Hindu that at a special meeting held on May 2, the Senate agreed to
open the JEE to all other institutions which would like to use it; but it came with a rider: the policy decisions,
including paper setting, model answer preparation, printing, evaluation and the merit list preparation should be
under the control of the I11Ts through a Joint Admission Board (JAB).

Core syllabus

The Senate wanted a common core syllabus in physics, chemistry and mathematics across the Boards, which
was done through the COBSE (an apex body of all State Secondary Education Boards) and two years of lead
time to examine the effect of the Board performance on the JEE ranking and the availability of Board exam
results in time. It had already been agreed that for the final ranking, the inclusion of the Board's normalised
score could be considered only in 2015.

“It may be noted that the proposed examination in two papers, JEE-main and JEE-advanced, are not very
different from the current one. The perception that it will adversely affect the quality of input to 11Ts is without
any basis. In fact, students with better Board performance will now get a chance to get into 11 Ts. These students
shall perform better than students who have cracked the JEE with poorer school performance, Prof. Acharya
said.

‘Continuous evolution’
The faculty of the 11T-Kharagpur also issued a statement, rejecting the Centre's decision. “The trust that the I1T-
JEE has earned over the last five decades is due to the continuous evolution of processes and unflinching

devotion of the faculty and staff of the I1Ts. Any test leading to ranking in 11T admissions must be wholly
owned by the 1ITs,” it said.
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I1'Ts band against Kapil Sibal's 'one nation, one test’

NDTV Website, June 10

New Delhi: The clash between Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Kapil Sibal and the Indian
Institutes of Technology (11Ts) has intensified over the new one test format instituted by Mr Sibal for
engineering schools across the country. A day after IIT Kanpur's decision to hold its own entrance exam and
endorse it, IIT Kharagpur's director has also backed the decision saying that the academic control has to be with
the institution.

"So far as II'T Kharagpur is concerned, May 2 meeting, the issue was discussed and what emerges that the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE) main and advance the way they are to be conducted is not very different. Academic
control must be with 11Ts that is what we said," said Damodar Acharya, Director, IIT Kharagpur.

In a resolution on Friday, IIT Kanpur's 210-member senate had slammed the proposed common entrance test,
and said that the "decision was academically and methodically unsound and in violation of the IIT Act." It had
also authorised its chairman to constitute a committee with the help of the dean of academic affairs for
conducting "JEE 2013 by IIT Kanpur".

The IIT Delhi alumni, which had threatened to sue Mr Sibal over the decision to conduct a common entrance
test, will file a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) this week. Somanth Bharti, the head of the alumni body says,
"The PIL seeks to restore the autonomy of the 11Ts." The alumni association is among few other associations
which are against the decision of the minister.

The 11T Delhi Senate, due to meet on June 21, is likely to discuss the IIT Kanpur Senate's decision to hold its
own entrance exam and endorse it. This would make it the second Senate body to take the bold step. Professor
Sanjeev Sanghi, president of the 11T Delhi Faculty Forum said, "There is a strong possibility of the 11T Delhi
Senate going with the decision of the Kanpur Senate."

The issue of the new entrance format has many divided. Co-founder of Infosys and Chairman of the Manipal
Education Services Pvt Ltd, Mohandas Pai, said, "The 11Ts should have greater autonomy and the government
should not interfere with the academic content of the institution.” Mr Pai, though, is of the belief that the 11Ts
need to be expanded in order to enable the enrolment of more students. He also said that more time needed to be
spent to evolve on a consensus on the issue of the new test format. *The minister said there is a consensus but
there isn't one. So he should meet with everyone concerned in the next one month and then arrive at one™.

Mr Sibal on May 28 had announced that from 2013, aspiring candidates for 11Ts and other central institutes like
NITs and I1Ts will have to sit under a new format of common entrance test, which will also take the plus two
board results into consideration.

He had claimed that it was approved without dissent at a council consists of the I1Ts, the 111Ts and the NITs.
He also said that the proposal had the backing of Senates of four of the seven I1Ts including Senates of IIT
Guwahati, Kharagpur, Madras and Roorkee. As far as Bombay is concerned, they also supported, Mr Sibal had

said.
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1T faculties attack Kharagpur Director for backing govt move

IBN Live website, June 10
New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI) The war within lITs over the Centre's 'one-nation one-test' proposal escalated today with

faculties of all lITs attacking director of Kharagpur, Damodar Acharya, for his support to the government's move. In a
statement, All India IIT Faculty Federation said that it was "shocked to learn that the Director, IIT Kharagapur has made
public statements which are in contradiction to the resolutions made by the Senate of IIT Kharagpur." Acharya had said
yesterday that the institution does not have any objection to the Centre's move to conduct a common entrance exam
for central engineering institutions. The Federation said that resolutions of the IIT Kharagpur Senate did not recommend
inclusion of Class Xl board marks, and conduct of JEE by a third party. "lIT Kharagpur Senate categorically said that till
2014, no change should be made and status quo be maintained," it said. Separately, faculty of the lIT-Khargpur also
issued a statement rejecting the Centre's proposal for a Common Entrance Test into IITs, NITs and IlITs. "The trust that
[IT-JEE has earned over the last five decades is due to the continuous evolution of processes and unflinching devotion of
the faculty and staff of lITs.... Any test leading to ranking in [IT admissions must be wholly owned by lITs," it said. The
fresh move by the Federation came a day after the directors of the Guwahati and Kharagpur IITs opposed IIT-Kanpur
Senate's decision to conduct its own entrance exam from next year and backed the Centre's move. Questioning the
position taken by directors of two lITs, [IT-Delhi Alumni Association asked them to go with the Senates' decision. "We
want IIT Directors to go with the Senates' decision and not to give in to any pressure tactics of HRD Ministry," IIT Delhi
Alumni president Somnath Bharti told PTI. (MORE) PTI TGB

Single admission test formula hangs in balance over
dissent

LiveMindt website, June 10

If this dissent cascades - a section of the 1T Kharagpur faculty is the latest group to express reservations - the
plan for the common entrance test for all engineering and technology schools may come undone

New Delhi: Differences have surfaced within the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, whose senate on
Friday opposed a country-wide common entrance examination for technical colleges.

If this dissent cascades—a section of the 11T Kharagpur faculty is the latest group to express reservations—the
plan for the common entrance test for all engineering and technology schools may come undone.

“One nation, one test, is a desirable objective. While 1T Kanpur senate has passed a resolution, we have to look
at its implications,” M. Anandakrishnan, chairman of the board of governors (BoG) at II'T Kanpur, said on
Sunday. “One IIT cannot run the 11T exam. We have to think whether all the 11Ts will go along. 11Ts are a close
group and decisions need to reflect the view of all.”

Facing resistance: Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal. Photo by
Pradeep Gaur/Mint.

But for the exception of two states, India is poised to move to a
single entrance test for admission to engineering colleges across
he country, possibly as early as next year, Mint reported on 6
une. This was decided at the state education ministers’
onference convened by the human resource development (HRD)
ministry in the capital on Tuesday. The country has around 4,000
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engineering colleges and at least 1.5 million students enter them every year.

After the senate resolution on Friday, IIT Kanpur’s director has already formed an admissions committee, and
the first task of this panel will be to coordinate with other willing I1Ts to conduct a separate admission test in
2013, a senate member said on condition of anonymity.

A section of the IIT Khargapur faculty on Sunday also expressed dissent over the proposed common entrance
exam, said A.K. Mittal, secretary of the All India II'T Faculty Federation.

In the worst-case scenario, there could be two different tests for the 15 IITs; those who support the common
admission examination devised by the II'T council can go for the single test and those with 11T Kanpur can have
their own admission process, the Kanpur senate member said.

Anandakrishnan said the government, the BoG and the senate cannot behave like “different political parties”,
and it is possible to have a “harmonious relationship”.

The BoG of an IIT is its highest decision-making body.

Meanwhile, IIT Delhi is set to hold a senate meeting on 21 June after its director returns from a vacation. Some
of its faculty said it is “possible to have a similar resolution like Kanpur”, but others said a clear picture will
emerge only within a week. The teachers declined to be named.

Both IIT Delhi and 1IT Kanpur have expressed their dissatisfaction over the 11T council’s 28 May decision to
hold a common entrance exam. The council is headed by HRD minister Kapil Sibal and comprises of all the
directors, the chairpersons of the board of governors of I1Ts, industry experts, a few ministry bureaucrats and
officials from the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the All India council for Technical Education
(AICTE).

The council decided that applicants will be selected on the basis of three tests—the class XII board exam, the
joint entrance examination (JEE) main test and the JEE advanced exam. All the centrally funded technical
institutes except the 11Ts will give weightage to these three sets of examinations in the proportion of 40:30:30.

The ministry says a uniform national test will reduce the demand for capitation fees that many engineering
colleges demand, just as it will reduce stress on aspirants, who now write multiple entrance tests. It will also
diminish the influence of coaching centres on entrance preparation and re-emphasize the importance of class
X1 board exams across India.

At least two officials of the HRD ministry said they were yet to receive any formal communication from T
Kanpur.

“Despite all the noise, we expect to find a common ground. At the maximum, we will sit down for another
round of dialogue with the I1Ts and things will move on from next academic year,” said one of the officials.
“When he (Sibal) is back in action (on 18 June), we expect things to settle down and a clearer picture to
emerge,” the second official said. Both officials requested anonymity.

Somnath Bharti, president of 11T Delhi Alumni Association and a Supreme Court advocate, said 1T Kanpur can
hold its own entrance examination.

“The IIT council’s decision is not binding on individual 11Ts,” he said. “It (the common admission test) looks
like a populist decision by the minister.”
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The IIT Delhi Alumni Association is set to meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh this week and is weighing
legal options to “protect the autonomy of the 11Ts”, Bharti said.

1T faculties attack Kharagpur Director for backing govt move

Zee News website, June 10
New Delhi: The war within I1Ts over the Centre's 'one-nation one-test' proposal escalated on Sunday with faculties of all
I Ts attacking director of Kharagpur, Damodar Acharya, for his support to the government's move.

In a statement, All India IIT Faculty Federation said that it was "shocked to learn that the Director, IIT Kharagapur has
made public statements which are in contradiction to the resolutions made by the Senate of IIT Kharagpur.”

Acharya had said yesterday that the institution does not have any objection to the Centre's move to conduct a common
entrance exam for central engineering institutions.

The Federation said that resolutions of the IIT Kharagpur Senate did not recommend inclusion of Class XII board marks,
and conduct of JEE by a third party.

"IIT Kharagpur Senate categorically said that till 2014, no change should be made and status quo be maintained," it said.

Separately, faculty of the I1'T-Khargpur also issued a statement rejecting the Centre's proposal for a Common Entrance
Test into 11Ts, NITs and I1ITs.

"The trust that 11 T-JEE has earned over the last five decades is due to the continuous evolution of processes and
unflinching devotion of the faculty and staff of lITs.... Any test leading to ranking in IIT admissions must be wholly
owned by IITs," it said.

The fresh move by the Federation came a day after the directors of the Guwahati and Kharagpur 11Ts opposed
IIT-Kanpur Senate's decision to conduct its own entrance exam from next year and backed the Centre's move.

Questioning the position taken by directors of two I1Ts, IIT-Delhi Alumni Association asked them to go with the
Senates' decision.

"We want IIT Directors to go with the Senates’ decision and not to give in to any pressure tactics of HRD
Ministry,” 11T Delhi Alumni president Somnath Bharti said to a news agency.

IT faculties attack Kharagpur Director for backing govt move

Deccan Herald, New Delhi, Jun 10 2012,

The war within 11Ts over the Centre’s "one-nation one-test' proposal escalated today with faculties of all
11Ts attacking director of Kharagpur, Damodar Acharya, for his support to the government’s move.

In a statement, All India IIT Faculty Federation said that it was "shocked to learn that the Director, T

Kharagapur has made public statements which are in contradiction to the resolutions made by the Senate of 11T
Kharagpur."
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Acharya had said yesterday that the institution does not have any objection to the Centre's move to conduct a
common entrance exam for central engineering institutions.The Federation said that resolutions of the 11T
Kharagpur Senate did not recommend inclusion of Class XII board marks, and conduct of JEE by a third party.

"lIIT Kharagpur Senate categorically said that till 2014, no change should be made and status quo be
maintained," it said.

Separately, faculty of the 1IT-Khargpur also issued a statement rejecting the Centre's proposal for a Common
Entrance Test into I1Ts, NITs and HITs.

"The trust that 11 T-JEE has earned over the last five decades is due to the continuous evolution of processes and
unflinching devotion of the faculty and staff of I1Ts.... Any test leading to ranking in 1IT admissions must be
wholly owned by I1Ts," it said.

The fresh move by the Federation came a day after the directors of the Guwahati and Kharagpur 11Ts opposed
IIT-Kanpur Senate's decision to conduct its own entrance exam from next year and backed the Centre's move.

Questioning the position taken by directors of two 1ITs, 1IT-Delhi Alumni Association asked them to go with
the Senates' decision.

"We want IIT Directors to go with the Senates' decision and not to give in to any pressure tactics of HRD
Ministry,” IIT Delhi Alumni president Somnath Bharti told PTI.

Asking the directors not to take any step that will affect the interest of the prestigious institutes, Bharti said,
"We hope that IIT directors will honour the will of Parliament by not siding with anybody who gives a go by to
the decisions of their senate™.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal had on May 28 announced that from 2013, aspiring candidates for 11Ts and other
central institutes like NITs and 1 Ts will have to sit under a new format of common entrance test, which will
also take the plus two board results into consideration.

Sibal had claimed that it was approved without dissent at a council consisting of the 1ITs, the 111Ts and the
NITs.

Senate of the 1IT-Kanpur has rejected the Centre's 'one-nation one-test' proposal and decided to conduct its own
entrance exam from next year.

Hailing the 11T-Kanpur Senate's proposal, the Faculty Federation said, "Actions taken by the II'T Kanpur Senate
should not be seen in isolation."

"Institutions of national importance as declared by our Parliament have specific roles in the overall growth of
our economy, which ranges from providing world class technical manpower, networks of think tanks on various
technological issues, and carrying out research in various cutting age areas," it said.

Noting that 11 Ts are also actively engaged in providing trained manpower to other technical institutions in the
country and 11Ts would continue to do so, it said, "It is expected that the government would continue to nurture
excellence at all the levels including I1Ts, other centrally funded technical institutions and state colleges."

"Education being the state government subject need not be subjected to the tight central controls,” it added.
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Apex court to hear
appeal on quota

NEW DELHI: The Union
Government has moved
the Supreme Court
challenging the Andhra
Pradesh High Court order
quashing the 4.5 per cent
reservation for minorities
within the 27 per cent
Other Backward Castes
quota in the Central
educational institutions
such as IITs,

A Bench of justices K. S.
Radhakrishnan and J. S.
Khehar will examine the
Centre’s appeal on
Monday. It contends that
the High Court had taken
an erroneous view in
striking down the provision
which was finalised after an
extensive survey.
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NEW DELHE: Soumitra Dutta, who
will assume charge as the new
dean of Cornell University's
management school on July 1,
takes pride in being an IITian.
Although opening a eampus in
India does not figure in his
immediate plans, Dutta wants
to build stronger links with
researchers and thinkers in
India as part of a grand strate-
gy to take Cornell to the world,

Hindustan Times ND 10/06/2012

[ITian head of Cornell wants stronger ties with India

and bring the world to Cornell.
With this, Dutta will join a
growing club of Indian-origin
academicians who head presti-
gious universifies in the United
States. He will probably be the
first person from the country to
head Cornell University.
Stating that Delhi IIT helped
him develop his true potential,
Dutta said: “The excellence of
its faculty and curriculum
helped me develop critical think-
ing and analysis skills."
Speaking on the confronta-

= Soumitra Dutta

tion between government and
IITs over the change in JEE, he
said: “The faculty and alumni
of an educational institutionare

P-8

SOUMITRA DUTTA SAYS
THOUGH INDIA HAS
CERTAIN ‘POCKETS OF
EXCELLENCE', ALOT

best placed to make decisions
on the format of academic pro-
grammes and their entry crite-
ria. The government is an
important supporter of the I[Ts
and has an important interest

in seeing the institutions grow
stronger. However, this is best
achieved by working in part-
nership with IIT faculty and
alumni, and developing a com-
mon understanding and frame-
work for action.”

For now, Dutta wants to
expand the reach of Cornell, and
bring it closer to India - among
other countries. “Cornell is for-
tunate in being able to attract
some of the best Indian students
and faculty toits in New
York. There is a lot more that

Cornell can do in India, and I
will focus on bringing Cornell’s
excellence in faculty and edu-
cational programmes to India”
Even though India has pock-
ets of excellence in education, a
lot more needs to be done, Dutta
said. “T am: especially concerned
about improving the level of
research excellence within
Indian educational institutions.
1 will aim to develop stronger
links with India with the goal of
improving research norms and
culture in Indian institutions.”
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