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IITs' faculty federation rejects new format 
Hindu, New Delhi, June 10 

IIT-Kharagpur Director's support for Centre's proposal draws fire  

The ongoing row over the joint entrance examination for undergraduate engineering courses intensified on 
Sunday with the All India IIT Faculty Federation virtually rejecting the common test and expressing “shock'' 
over the IIT-Kharagpur Director's statement in support of it.  

“The Director has made public statements which are in contradiction of the resolutions passed by the Senate of 
the IIT-Kharagpur. The resolutions did not recommend inclusion of board exam marks and the conduct of a 
joint entrance exam by a third party. The Senate said categorically that till 2014, no change should be made and 
status quo maintained,” A.K. Mittal, secretary of the Faculty Federation said in a statement here.  

On Saturday, two Directors — Damodar Acharya of the IIT-Kharagpur and Gautam Barua of the IIT-Guwahati 
— backed the Human Resource Development Ministry's decision and criticised the IIT-Kanpur's Senate for its 
decision to hold a separate entrance test in 2013.  

IIT-Kanpur Director Sanjay Dhande had backed the government plan, but the Senate overruled his decision.  

However, Mr. Damodar Acharya told The Hindu that at a special meeting held on May 2, the Senate agreed to 
open the JEE to all other institutions which would like to use it; but it came with a rider: the policy decisions, 
including paper setting, model answer preparation, printing, evaluation and the merit list preparation should be 
under the control of the IITs through a Joint Admission Board (JAB).  

Core syllabus  

The Senate wanted a common core syllabus in physics, chemistry and mathematics across the Boards, which 
was done through the COBSE (an apex body of all State Secondary Education Boards) and two years of lead 
time to examine the effect of the Board performance on the JEE ranking and the availability of Board exam 
results in time. It had already been agreed that for the final ranking, the inclusion of the Board's normalised 
score could be considered only in 2015.  

“It may be noted that the proposed examination in two papers, JEE-main and JEE-advanced, are not very 
different from the current one. The perception that it will adversely affect the quality of input to IITs is without 
any basis. In fact, students with better Board performance will now get a chance to get into IITs. These students 
shall perform better than students who have cracked the JEE with poorer school performance, Prof. Acharya 
said.  

‘Continuous evolution'  

The faculty of the IIT-Kharagpur also issued a statement, rejecting the Centre's decision. “The trust that the IIT-
JEE has earned over the last five decades is due to the continuous evolution of processes and unflinching 
devotion of the faculty and staff of the IITs. Any test leading to ranking in IIT admissions must be wholly 
owned by the IITs,” it said.  
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IITs band against Kapil Sibal's 'one nation, one test' 
NDTV Website, June 10 

 
New Delhi: The clash between Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Kapil Sibal and the Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs) has intensified over the new one test format instituted by Mr Sibal for 
engineering schools across the country. A day after IIT Kanpur's decision to hold its own entrance exam and 
endorse it, IIT Kharagpur's director has also backed the decision saying that the academic control has to be with 
the institution. 
 
"So far as IIT Kharagpur is concerned, May 2 meeting, the issue was discussed and what emerges that the Joint 
Entrance Exam (JEE) main and advance the way they are to be conducted is not very different. Academic 
control must be with IITs that is what we said," said Damodar Acharya, Director, IIT Kharagpur. 
 
In a resolution on Friday, IIT Kanpur's 210-member senate had slammed the proposed common entrance test, 
and said that the "decision was academically and methodically unsound and in violation of the IIT Act." It had 
also authorised its chairman to constitute a committee with the help of the dean of academic affairs for 
conducting "JEE 2013 by IIT Kanpur".  

The IIT Delhi alumni, which had threatened to sue Mr Sibal over the decision to conduct a common entrance 
test, will file a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) this week. Somanth Bharti, the head of the alumni body says, 
"The PIL seeks to restore the autonomy of the IITs." The alumni association is among few other associations 
which are against the decision of the minister.  
 
The IIT Delhi Senate, due to meet on June 21, is likely to discuss the IIT Kanpur Senate's decision to hold its 
own entrance exam and endorse it. This would make it the second Senate body to take the bold step. Professor 
Sanjeev Sanghi, president of the IIT Delhi Faculty Forum said, "There is a strong possibility of the IIT Delhi 
Senate going with the decision of the Kanpur Senate." 
 
The issue of the new entrance format has many divided. Co-founder of Infosys and Chairman of the Manipal 
Education Services Pvt Ltd, Mohandas Pai, said, "The IITs should have greater autonomy and the government 
should not interfere with the academic content of the institution." Mr Pai, though, is of the belief that the IITs 
need to be expanded in order to enable the enrolment of more students. He also said that more time needed to be 
spent to evolve on a consensus on the issue of the new test format. "The minister said there is a consensus but 
there isn't one. So he should meet with everyone concerned in the next one month and then arrive at one". 
 
Mr Sibal on May 28 had announced that from 2013, aspiring candidates for IITs and other central institutes like 
NITs and IIITs will have to sit under a new format of common entrance test, which will also take the plus two 
board results into consideration. 
 
He had claimed that it was approved without dissent at a council consists of the IITs, the IIITs and the NITs. 
 
He also said that the proposal had the backing of Senates of four of the seven IITs including Senates of IIT 
Guwahati, Kharagpur, Madras and Roorkee. As far as Bombay is concerned, they also supported, Mr Sibal had 
said. 
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engineering colleges and at least 1.5 million students enter them every year. 

After the senate resolution on Friday, IIT Kanpur’s director has already formed an admissions committee, and 
the first task of this panel will be to coordinate with other willing IITs to conduct a separate admission test in 
2013, a senate member said on condition of anonymity.  

A section of the IIT Khargapur faculty on Sunday also expressed dissent over the proposed common entrance 
exam, said A.K. Mittal, secretary of the All India IIT Faculty Federation.  

In the worst-case scenario, there could be two different tests for the 15 IITs; those who support the common 
admission examination devised by the IIT council can go for the single test and those with IIT Kanpur can have 
their own admission process, the Kanpur senate member said. 

Anandakrishnan said the government, the BoG and the senate cannot behave like “different political parties”, 
and it is possible to have a “harmonious relationship”. 

The BoG of an IIT is its highest decision-making body. 

Meanwhile, IIT Delhi is set to hold a senate meeting on 21 June after its director returns from a vacation. Some 
of its faculty said it is “possible to have a similar resolution like Kanpur”, but others said a clear picture will 
emerge only within a week. The teachers declined to be named. 

Both IIT Delhi and IIT Kanpur have expressed their dissatisfaction over the IIT council’s 28 May decision to 
hold a common entrance exam. The council is headed by HRD minister Kapil Sibal and comprises of all the 
directors, the chairpersons of the board of governors of IITs, industry experts, a few ministry bureaucrats and 
officials from the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the All India council for Technical Education 
(AICTE). 

The council decided that applicants will be selected on the basis of three tests—the class XII board exam, the 
joint entrance examination (JEE) main test and the JEE advanced exam. All the centrally funded technical 
institutes except the IITs will give weightage to these three sets of examinations in the proportion of 40:30:30. 

The ministry says a uniform national test will reduce the demand for capitation fees that many engineering 
colleges demand, just as it will reduce stress on aspirants, who now write multiple entrance tests. It will also 
diminish the influence of coaching centres on entrance preparation and re-emphasize the importance of class 
XII board exams across India. 

At least two officials of the HRD ministry said they were yet to receive any formal communication from IIT 
Kanpur. 

“Despite all the noise, we expect to find a common ground. At the maximum, we will sit down for another 
round of dialogue with the IITs and things will move on from next academic year,” said one of the officials. 
“When he (Sibal) is back in action (on 18 June), we expect things to settle down and a clearer picture to 
emerge,” the second official said. Both officials requested anonymity. 

Somnath Bharti, president of IIT Delhi Alumni Association and a Supreme Court advocate, said IIT Kanpur can 
hold its own entrance examination.  

“The IIT council’s decision is not binding on individual IITs,” he said. “It (the common admission test) looks 
like a populist decision by the minister.”  
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Acharya had said yesterday that the institution does not have any objection to the Centre's move to conduct a 
common entrance exam for central engineering institutions.The Federation said that resolutions of the IIT 
Kharagpur Senate did not recommend inclusion of Class XII board marks, and conduct of JEE by a third party. 
 
"IIT Kharagpur Senate categorically said that till 2014, no change should be made and status quo be 
maintained," it said. 
 
Separately, faculty of the IIT-Khargpur also issued a statement rejecting the Centre's proposal for a Common 
Entrance Test into IITs, NITs and IIITs. 
 
"The trust that IIT-JEE has earned over the last five decades is due to the continuous evolution of processes and 
unflinching devotion of the faculty and staff of IITs.... Any test leading to ranking in IIT admissions must be 
wholly owned by IITs," it said. 
 
The fresh move by the Federation came a day after the directors of the Guwahati and Kharagpur IITs opposed 
IIT-Kanpur Senate's decision to conduct its own entrance exam from next year and backed the Centre's move. 
 
Questioning the position taken by directors of two IITs, IIT-Delhi Alumni Association asked them to go with 
the Senates' decision. 
 
"We want IIT Directors to go with the Senates' decision and not to give in to any pressure tactics of HRD 
Ministry," IIT Delhi Alumni president Somnath Bharti told PTI.  
 
Asking the directors not to take any step that will affect the interest of the prestigious institutes, Bharti said, 
"We hope that IIT directors will honour the will of Parliament by not siding with anybody who gives a go by to 
the decisions of their senate". 
 
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal had on May 28 announced that from 2013, aspiring candidates for IITs and other 
central institutes like NITs and IIITs will have to sit under a new format of common entrance test, which will 
also take the plus two board results into consideration. 
 
Sibal had claimed that it was approved without dissent at a council consisting of the IITs, the IIITs and the 
NITs. 
 
Senate of the IIT-Kanpur has rejected the Centre's 'one-nation one-test' proposal and decided to conduct its own 
entrance exam from next year. 
 
Hailing the IIT-Kanpur Senate's proposal, the Faculty Federation said, "Actions taken by the IIT Kanpur Senate 
should not be seen in isolation." 
 
"Institutions of national importance as declared by our Parliament have specific roles in the overall growth of 
our economy, which ranges from providing world class technical manpower, networks of think tanks on various 
technological issues, and carrying out research in various cutting age areas," it said. 
 
Noting that IITs are also actively engaged in providing trained manpower to other technical institutions in the 
country and IITs would continue to do so, it said, "It is expected that the government would continue to nurture 
excellence at all the levels including IITs, other centrally funded technical institutions and state colleges." 
 
"Education being the state government subject need not be subjected to the tight central controls," it added.  
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